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helped negotiations in my favour was the fact that I had
already acquired the rights of representation in Murray's
version. Ultimately John extorted a promise of con-
currence from Reinhardt; but Lafayette, who had pro-
cured a contract with Reinhardt for the rights in his
production, was still undecided as to who should play the
leading rdle. He returned to England, went on his
usual autumn tour and, during these negotiations
was burnt alive in the terrible fire at the Hippodrome
Music Hall in Edinburgh, where he was giving his
entertainment.
Upon the death of Lafayette I received a cable from
Ordynski asking if I would take up his contract with
Reinhardt. I replied: "Yes," and the matter was at last
clenched.
"The Great Lafayette" was a strange creature. His real
name was Neuberger, a Jew of German-American origin.
In the Music-Hall entertainment which he presented up and
down the country he called himself an u Illusionist." This
entertainment was a mixture of conjuring and performing
animals. He had a pet dog called "Beauty" to whom he was
almost maniacally attached. This dog of almost human
intelligence always occupied a chair at table beside his master,
ate off a plate seated upon his haunches and waited in that
position while the various courses of the meal went on. His
master had a portrait of Beauty painted in a medallion, which
decorated the front of his house in Tavistock Square. The
dog was taken ill in Edinburgh, and died at the Caledonian
Hotel. His master was almost demented with sorrow, and
when John visited him, he found the body of Beauty lying
upon the coverlet in his master's bedroom, bedecked with
flowers, and Lafayette himself prone in a sort of stupor
upon the hearthrug in his sitting-room. He had long ago
given orders that Beauty and he should be buried in the
same grave. This led to a clash with the authorities, who
refused to allow a dog to be buried in consecrated ground.
Their scruples, however, were evidently overcome and
Beauty was buried in the corner of a burying-ground near
Holyrood. The dog was embalmed, and, to the pious horror
,of Edinburgh, an elaborate funeral was arranged for him.